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PRINCE HARRY’S TEAM SENTEBALE WINS  
SECOND ANNUAL VEUVE CLICQUOT MANHATTAN POLO CLASSIC;  

CELEBS AND NEW YORK SOCIALS TURN OUT FOR MATCH  
IN SUPPORT OF AMERICAN FRIENDS OF SENTEBALE  

 

Madonna, Kate Hudson, Marc Jacobs, Chloe Sevigny, LL Cool J, Donna Karan,  
First Lady Michelle Paige Paterson, Among Thousands of Spectators 

in Attendance at Star-Studded Event  
 

(New York, NY) — Veuve Clicquot welcomed HRH Prince Henry of Wales during his first-ever 
formal visit to the United States at the second annual Veuve Clicquot Manhattan Polo Classic, 
which took place on Saturday, May 30th on the historic Governors Island.  The charity polo match 
benefited American Friends of Sentebale, a U.S.-based charity that supports at-risk children in 
Lesotho, Africa.  Sentebale was co-founded by HRH Prince Henry of Wales and HRH Prince 
Seeiso Bereng Seeiso of Lesotho in honor of their mothers, Diana, Princess of Wales and Queen 
‘Mamohato, respectively. 
 
Prince Harry assisted in the winning goal for Team Sentebale, which celebrated the 6-5 victory 
in front of six thousand spectators alongside Team Captain Mariano Aguerre and players, Emma 
Tomlinson and Martin Pepa.  World-renowned Argentine polo player and new face of Ralph 
Lauren’s Polo Fragrances, Nacho Figueras captained the opposing team, Black Watch, which 
featured Chris Brant, Nick Manifold and Johnny Redlich.  The two teams with four players each 
went head-to-head during four chukkers, or play periods. 
 
A fashionable VIP crowd --including Madonna, Kate Hudson, Marc Jacobs, Chloe Sevigny, 
LL Cool J,  Donna Karan, Prince Seeiso of Lesotho, First Lady Michelle Paige Paterson, 
Peter Brant, Aby Rosen, Samantha Boardman, Alberto Mugrabi, Amy Sacco, Alek Wek, 
Rachel Roy, Veronica Webb, David Lauren, Byrdie Bell, Cornelia Guest, Greg Calejo, Lucy 
Sykes, Hilary Rhoda, Derek Blasberg, and Vikram Chatwal--  was welcomed by Mark 
Cornell, president, Moët Hennessy USA., Cécile Bonnefond, president, Veuve Clicquot, Sabina 
Belli, international marketing director, Veuve Clicquot, Samantha Barnes, business director, 
Veuve Clicquot USA and Aisha Thompson, senior brand manager, Veuve Clicquot USA.  
 
Veuve Clicquot invited the St. Regis New York to feature its legendary Afternoon Tea at the polo 
match, while Piaget served as the official timekeeper for the event and presented the winning 
team with its new Piaget Polo FortyFive timepiece.  The event was emceed by NY1 Newsman 
Pat Kiernan.  The national anthem was sung by New York City Firefighter Regina Lewis, and 
Michelle Paige Paterson, wife of New York Governor David Paterson, provided the ceremonial 
toss-in to start the game. 
 
More than five thousand public spectators, there to celebrate the official opening of Governors 
Island season, attended as well and joined in the half-time tradition of stomping of the divots.   
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Later that evening, guests celebrated at an after party held at Pink Elephant Nightclub in New 
York City to toast the day’s event, the featured polo players and great work by Sentebale. 
 
Additional event information and images from the Veuve Clicquot Manhattan Polo Classic are 
available at www.vcseason.com.   
 
About Veuve Clicquot: 
Veuve Clicquot has a long association with polo in England with the Veuve Clicquot Gold Cup 
and now in the United States of America with the Veuve Clicquot Manhattan Polo Classic which 
kicks-off the Veuve Clicquot Season summer opening.  The champagne house was established in 
1772 by Philippe Clicquot, and began to thrive when Widow Madame Clicquot took the helm 
1805.  Today its eponymous Yellow Label continues to be one of the world’s most beloved 
champagnes.  The Veuve Clicquot Season is an essential guide to the most exclusive events and 
parties of the year that began with “Clicquot in the Snow” held annually in Aspen and continued 
with celebrations at the International Polo Club in Palm Beach as well as numerous events 
throughout the year.  For more information, please visit www.veuve-clicquot.com or 
www.vcseason.com. 
 
About Sentebale: 
Founded in 2006, Sentebale’s mission is to transform the lives of Lesotho's orphans and 
vulnerable children, helping them to reach their full potential.  The charity was founded by Prince 
Harry from the British Royal Family and Prince Seeiso from the Lesotho Royal Family.  
Sentebale’s name means “forget me not,” and is a reminder of all of the children who need help 
in Lesotho.  Lesotho is a unique and beautiful country, but with extreme poverty and the third 
highest rate of HIV/AIDS in the world, it is a country in desperate need of help.  With an 
estimated 400,000 orphans and vulnerable children in Lesotho, Sentebale works with grass roots 
organizations to identify, support and empower these children to transform their own lives.  For 
more information, please visit www.sentebale.org. 
 
About American Friends of Sentebale: 
American Friends of Sentebale is a U.S. charity that promotes the health, welfare and education 
of the people of Lesotho particularly its orphans and vulnerable children and supports Sentebale 
in its charitable work in Lesotho.  For more information on American Friends of Sentebale visit 
www.sentebaleusa.org or www.sentebale.org 
 
About Governors Island: 
One of the most historic and iconic locations in New York, Governors Island sits roughly 800 
yards off the southern tip of Manhattan.  Polo was played regularly on Governors Island when it 
was an Army base and matches were played throughout the early part of the 20th century, with 
the last match being played just before World War II in September 1941.  Veuve Clicquot 
brought polo back to Governors Island in May 2008, almost 70 years since it was last played on 
the island.  Governors Island is open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from May 30th to 
October 11th.  For more information please visit www.govisland.com. 
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About Black Watch: 
Black Watch is a world-class polo team which has won numerous tournaments throughout the 
United States.  In 2007, Black Watch was the champion of the Mercedes Benz Polo Challenge 
and the winter champion of the Palm Beach Hall of Fame Cup.  Nacho Figueras, the professional 
polo player, face of Ralph Lauren’s Polo Fragrances and model for Ralph Lauren’s Black Label 
Collection, plays for the team.  For more information, please visit www.blackwatchpolo.com. 
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